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CENTRAL VIETNAM - FIVE DAYS

Central Vietnam
Slow Journey

5 Days - 4 Nights from Hue’s faded imperial streets to the lantern-lit riverfront of Hoi An

BEFORE THE JOURNEY BEGINS

Central Vietnam doesn’t announce itself. It draws you in slowly — through the faded imperial streets of Hue, over
the long bend of the Hai Van Pass, into the lantern-lit lanes of Hoi An. Five days, guided not by a checklist of
landmarks but by the people who actually live here. The person sitting across from you at lunch grew up in the village
you're passing through. The woman pouring your tea learned the recipe from her grandmother. Most travelers pass

through. This journey stays longer.
HOW IT MOVES

Five days, privately guided, shaped around your group. Quiet guesthouses near the Perfume River, garden houses
hidden among pomelo trees, family homes opened most evenings — not as a pcrformance, but because this is simply
how people cat here. Routes, stops and pace are adjusted on the day for weather, light, and what the group is

responding to.

AT A GLANCE

DURATION 5 Days - 4 Nights

REGION Hue - Hai Van Pass - Hoi An

PACE Gentle — long meals, unhurried mornings, room for detours

GROUP Small and private — usually no more than eight guests

STYLE Slow travel - Local culture - Food - Photography - Genuine connection
BEST FOR Couples, solo travelers, families, photographers, slow-living travelers

ACCOMMODATION Boutique guesthouses & heritage accommodation, locally owned

SEASON Year-round; finest light Feb-Aug

Five days. Fourn igh ts. A coastline walked at the pace of the pcoplc who live here.
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VIETNAM BY LOCALS THE ITINERARY

THE ITINERARY - DAYS ONE & TWO

Settling into Hue.

T/’LC Old Cify s pace, and a lagoon at golden /’LOUT.

DAY ONE Arrival in Hue

ARC Arrival - Perfume River guesthouse — Imperial Citadel — home-hosted dinner

OVERNIGHT Family-run guesthouse, old quarter of Hue

Hue doesn’t announce itself. It draws you in slow]y. After arriving, you settle into a quiet
guesthouse near the Perfume River — the kind of place run by a family who’s been here for
decades and still treats guests like neighbors. The afternoon is yours to wander: old garden houses
tucked behind stone walls, narrow lanes inside the Imperial Citadel where cats sleep on temple

steps and incense burns without ceremony.

Dinner is the real introduction. A family in the old quarter opens their home most evenings —
not as a performance, but because this is simply how people eat in Hue. Small dishes arrive slowly,

some without explanation, others with stories that drift across the table quietly between helpings.

[iUCHlﬂg — J'I'UCT_/TO)H' (J_/CS, Sl'le’Clll‘S g[ll'/”lt’?'l)'lg, someone Pld)‘l}lg music HL’LU'[?)K

oav two  Villages, Incense & the Lagoon

ARC Dawn market — incense villages — garden-house lunch — Tam Giang at golden hour

OVERNIGHT Family-run guesthouse, Hue

Up ecarly, before the heat arrives. The morning begins at a local market on the edge of the city —
not the tourist one, but the market where fisherwomen from Tam Giang arrive before sunrise with
the night’s catch, and herb sellers arrange their bundles by habit and muscle memory. From there
the road leads into the countryside, through villages where families have been making incense for
generations. Lunch is in a garden house hidden among pomelo trees, prepared by people who cook

this way every day.

The afternoon arrives at Tam Giang Lagoon as the light begins to shift — one of the largest lagoon
systems in Southeast Asia, and somehow still almost entirely unknown. Fishing boats return

slowly. The water changes color. There is very little noise.
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VIETNAM BY LOCALS THE ITINERARY

THE ITINERARY - DAYS THREE, FOUR & FIVE

Over the pass, into Hoi An.

The coastal road south, and a slow goodbye.

oav THree  Qver the Hai Van Pass

ARC Hue — coastal road — Hai Van Pass — fishing villages — Hoi An at dusk

OVERNIGHT Boutique guesthouse, Hoi An

The road between Hue and Hoi An is one of the most beautiful in the country. Today you take it

slowly. The route follows the coast south — climbing over the Hai Van Pass where the mountains

drop straight into the sea and the view from the top stops most people mid-sentence. Coffee with

a view, windows down, the kind of drive that makes you understand why people fall in love with

this part of Vietnam. The day moves through small fishing villages, a lunch stop somewhere the

menu doesn’t exist in English7 and long stretches of road where the only thing to do is look out the

window.

Evening — arrival in Hoi An as the lanterns begin to appear. Unplanned by design.
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oav rour  Hoi An — Before the Crowds

ARC Dawn old town — rice fields & fishing villages — family lunch — riverside workshops

OVERNIGHT Bourique guesthouse, Hoi An

The old town belongs to early risers. Before the tour groups arrive, Hoi An’s ancient streets are

quiet enough to actually 1’162[1‘ — someone SWerPil’lg7 a motorbike fadmg around a corner, a

shopkeeper arranging flowers outside a doorway painted yellow for longer than anyone can

remember. Later the day moves beyond the postcard version into rice fields and fishing villages

that most visitors never reach. Lunch is with a local family — food cooked from what’s growing

nearby, eaten at a table that’s seen a few thousand meals before yours.

EUCHI’HQ — one /il?a?[ I1iq/1[' [7(’7”[&1[/1 [/7(’ [LU'I[CJ‘HS.
[ 4 @

oaveive A Slow Morning, Then the Road Home

ARC Café breakfast — old town walk — morning market — transfer to Da Nang Airport

DEPARTURE Da Nang InternationalAirport

No carly alarm. No agenda. Breakfast at a caf¢ the locals actually use. One last walk through the

old streets before the day heats up and the town fills. A final coffee by the river, a browse through

the morning market, whatever feels right. Then the transfer to Da Nang Airport, and the

particular kll’ld of‘quiet that comes af:cer ﬁve days of‘moving SlOle through somewhere real.

Weeks later, most people find they remember the conversations furst.



VIETNAM BY LOCALS PRACTICAL DETAILS
WHAT MAKES IT DIFFERENT - PRACTICALITIES - HOW TO PLAN

The shape of the journey.

How it travels, what to expect, and how to begin.

WHAT MAKES THIS JOURNEY DIFFERENT

REAL MEALS Every meal connects to the people who grew up eating this way — nothing staged, nothing
tourist—facing.

TRULY LOCAL Guides are local to the regions you're visiting, not just familiar with them.

GUIDES

SMALL GROUPS Groups remain intentionally small, usually no more than eight guests.

HERITAGE STAYS Accommodation chosen for character and local ownership, not star rating.

A SLOWER PACE Slow enough that things actually happen — conversations, detours, afternoons that turn into

something unexpected.

PRACTICALITIES PLAN YOUR JOURNEY

BEST SEASON We design each journey privately. Share your

Feb-Aug for clear light along the coast; Sep—Jan softer travel dates and preferences — we reply within
and quieter. . .
48 hours with a tailored proposal.

PACK
Light layers, rain shell, walking shoes, sun protection,
. WEBSITE vietnambylocals.com
swimwear.
DIFFICULTY WHATSAPP +84 971 986 466
Gentle — short walks, no trekking required. )
Walks, 61¢q EMAIL hello@vietnambylocals.com
CONNECTIVITY
BASED IN Hue & Hoi An, Vietnam

Reliable throughout Hue, the pass and Hoi An.

TRANSFERS

Private vehicle with local driver between all locations.

Travel with a local.

The landscapes are still there somewhere, but the faces come back sooner. That is what

this journey is built around.
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